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Scholars are divided in their interpretation of this passage. The footnotes to Job
40:15 and 41:1 in the RSV Common Bible show that some scholars believe these
are poems about the Hippopotamus and the Crocodile, but the translators of
the Common Bible leave the Hebrew names in the main text. This is because
they believe that ‘Behemoth’ and ‘Leviathan’ are two mythical creatures.?
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ZHinson, D. F. (1974). Vol. 10: The books of the Old Testament. Includes indexes. TEF study
guide (104). London: SPCK.
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a Diplodocus or Brachiosaurus, exact meaning unknown« Some translate as
elephant or hippopotamus but from the description in Job 40:15-24, this is
patently absurd.?
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leviathan, sea monster, dragon large aquatic animal perhaps the extinct
dinosaur, plesiosaurus, exact meaning unknown, Some think this to be a
crocodile but from the description in Job 41 this is patently absurd.*
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Hand in hand with the question of date goes the question of authorship. Again
Scripture does not supply the answer; the book is anonymous, and we must not
presume to know more than we are told. Unlike the Epistle to the Hebrews,
there are not even any candidates. The connection between the events of Job’s
life that form the background for this book and the text as we know it is an area
of vigorous speculation. The likely antiquity of the events also makes it likely
that there was some time when the story was only oral. From a simple telling of
the story in prose there developed a poetic shape, which made it easier to
remember and more enjoyable to tell and to hear. Whoever the poet was, the
writing was guided by God’s Spirit to record the account essentially as we have
it. Unlike writers of many of the biblical books (e.g., Rom 1:1), the author
declined to include his name. Whether the first draft was also the last draft is
unknown. Likewise, no one knows whether or not the book grew, as many say,
from the kernel of the prose prologue and epilogue to the forty-two chapters it
now has. It is commonly argued that the Elihu chapters are the most recent and
that the large debate section (chaps. 4-27) is most central because Job did not
respond to Elihu and he is not mentioned in the epilogue. Even if the book
developed in stages, a remarkable homogeneity witnesses to a single hand
producing the whole. Questions and theories about the literary history of a
Bible book can be unsettling for those of us who believe in the inspiration of
Scripture. It is easy to imagine Paul writing a single, short New Testament letter
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in much the form that we find it in the Bible. It is more difficult to conceive the
Holy Spirit superintending a book’s development over many years, perhaps
even centuries. Nevertheless, there is nothing in the biblical doctrine of
inspiration to disallow a book’s being written over an extended period of time
(the Book of Psalms is an obvious example). If the composition occurred in this
manner, we can be sure that at each point the Holy Spirit was active but
particularly so as the text was inscripturated and the words fixed in place. The
finished product is just as God determined it to be. So we freely say, “Eliphaz
replied,” or “Job answered,” or “the Lord said,” knowing full well that God’s
Spirit moved on some unknown poet to pen the words that followed.”
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*Alden, R. L. (2001, ¢1993). Vol. 11: Job (electronic ed.). Logos Library System; The New
American Commentary (28). Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers.

www.old-criticism.blogspot.com



http://www.old-criticism.blogspot.com

) gl oadl B B s

N2 b S J pliless adl = O gull (g aidly (g i) 2l — “;K..:é ey
oo o st DS auly ol = 9 31 01 ) goi M Gl L

yg\:fﬁ.wj\ dds Ar,}g‘ﬁéﬁicoj c{...'q\ 3,8 Kyy b Buade O g

P 721y Jbe gl jy ) B e BAR BB e phu oSG 01 o plbYI
ki | OV o pdy o Wb ¢ iy ol ods ¢ B i) Cadl OIS 131y (1

3 Cady SlalSIly oS B adt sy ool a7 g J1 O S

Ol oS8 My O WSy o J b LS Al 3 7 ) Oy (gl 4a
Ty 0L el e e b (o J1 JB 5l gl 5l Eliphaz judt J6 iy 2 J g
ROTNLU R ESEE g V7 v S ARG EANT R

Ll gl agall jilY ol als” 3 Bullock &b J sk g

He may remain anonymous in name, but let us hope that his spirit and faith will
forever be written indelibly upon the heart of man.®

®Bullock, C. H. (1988). An introduction to the Old Testament poetic books. Includes indexes.
(Rev. and expanded.) (73). Chicago: Moody Press.
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The book itself names no author and claims no definite date for its composition.
It is therefore an anonymous work; any assertion about the author or date can
only be inferred from the external evidence of the book.?
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" Utley, Bob: Old Testament Survey, Genesis — Malachi, P116.

® Tremper Longman and Raymond B. Dillard : An introduction to the Old Testament, Second
edition .
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The Book of Job itself names no author and claims no definite date for its
composition. It is therefore an anonymous work; any assertion about the author
or date must of necessity be deduced from contents of the book.’
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Critical scholars are of the opinion that the Book of Job was the result of an
evolutionary process extending over centuries. In general they believe that the
dialogues (chs. 3-31) form the original core of the book. At a much later time an
old prose folk tale was divided and used as a frame for the poetic core.®

% Smith, J. E. (1996). The wisdom literature and Psalms. Joplin, Mo.: College Press Pub. Co.
" Ibid
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By some the authorship of the work was attributed to Moses, but it is very
uncertain.'!
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1 smith, W. (1997). Smith's Bible dictionary. Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
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The poems of Behemoth and Leviathan: Job 40:15-41:34. Scholars are divided in
their interpretation of this passage. The footnotes to Job 40:15 and 41:1 in the
RSV Common Bible show that some scholars believe these are poems about the
Hippopotamus and the Crocodile, but the translators of the Common Bible leave

the Hebrew names in the main text. This is because they believe that
‘Behemoth’ and ‘Leviathan’ are two mythical creatures.*
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2Hinson, D. F. (1974). Vol. 10: The books of the Old Testament. Includes indexes. TEF study
guide (104). London: SPCK.
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Most would say they are real animals, but probably mythologized by the
pagans. So the pagan reader would receive an additional impact from this point
about God’s sovereignty over all nature.*®
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The type of literature of the book of Job does have precursors in the ancient
Near East, but it is nonetheless unique in many ways. It is a book that has
deeply influenced Western literature through the ages and has itself captured
the attention of literary critics.

An analysis of the book’s structure will lead to a look at its Near Eastern literary
background and its genre.*

B3 Biblical Studies Press. (2006; 2006). The NET Bible First Edition; Bible. English. NET Bible.;
The NET Bible. Biblical Studies Press.

“ Tremper Longman and Raymond B. Dillard : An introduction to the Old Testament, Second
edition .
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Job frequently used mythopoeic language (the poetic usage of mythological
allusions without endorsing the pagan beliefs or practices). For example he
alluded to the pagan belief that an eclipse was caused by the chaos monster
Leviathan which could be called up to swallow the sun or moon (3:8).51 Job's
clear statement of monotheism (31:26-28) suggests that the numerous
mythological allusions in the book should not be interpreted as belief in the
existence of other deities or the validity of pagan practices but merely as
borrowed imagery from the ancient Near Eastern cultural

15
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1> Greg W. Parsons: Guidelines For Understanding And Proclaiming The Book Of Job,
BIBLIOTHECA SACRA 151 (October-December 1994) by Dallas Theological Seminary.
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The Book of Job (as part of ancient wisdom literature) also utilizes several key
metaphors from creation theology that reflect the mythological milieu of the
ancient Near East."
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Furthermore the Book of Job sometimes neutralizes polytheistic allusions by
demythologizing them or even reversing them in polemical fashion.53 For
instance 26:5-14 (which emphasizes Yahweh's sovereign control over all forces
of nature) contains several mythological allusions54 to show that the Lord, not a
nature deity, controls the chaotic sea."”

Many scholars draw parallels between the Book of Job and certain literary
works of the ancient Near East, from Egypt to Mesopotamia. And even though
there may have been many parallels and imitations since Job, the book stands
alone both in the Bible and in the world of literature.*®

" Ibid

" Ibid

18 Alden, R. L. (2001, ¢1993). Vol. 11: Job (electronic ed.). Logos Library System; The New
American Commentary (21). Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers.
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The provenance of the book is unknown. Its author of the book, if not its final
form, somewhere between the seventh and the fourth centuries BCE, although
also recognizing that the final form is the result of a complex history of
transmission. The prose framework, what are now the book’s prologue ( 1.1-
2.13) and epilogue (42.7-17)), consists of a narrative that is likely based on an
ancient folktale about the undeserved suffering and final restoration of the
protagonist. The rest of the book consists of dialogues (written in poetic style)
between Job and the friends who had ostensibly come to comfort him (3.1-
31.40), and between Job and God (38.1-42.6). Intruding into this material are a
poetic interlude on the inaccessibility of wisdom (28.1-28) and the speeches of
Elihu (32.1-37.24) that appear to have been added at a later time. Interpreters
have called attention to certain linguistic and stylistic shifts, as well as
occasional inconsistencies in the story line. Such discrepancies have ben
explained in terms of multiple authors, a single author with multiple sources, a
primary work that was edited two or three times by others, or a single author
who revised his own work over his lifetime. Whatever the truth, the book in its
present form must be read a whole.

Although the book of Job in its entirety is unique in ancient literature, it draws
on a variety of traditions and genres were known throughout the ancient Near
East. The character of Job himself is presented as a non-Israelite from the land
of Uz (perhaps northern Arabia), and it is likely that versions of the story of Job
were told by many of the peoples of the region. In the sixth century BCE the
prophet Ezekiel mentions Job, along with Noah, the hero of the Flood story (Gen
6-9), and Dan’el, as heroes of antiquity who saved others by their righteousness
(Ezek 14.14,20)> This Dan’el is not the Daniel from the biblical book of that
name but an ancient Canaanite king whose story in known from the tablets
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found in the ruins if the late second-millennium BCE city of Ugarit in Syria.
Similar to Ezekiel’s setting of Jon among the legendary figures of antiquity is the
way in which the prose tale presents Job as someone who apparently lived in
the remote ancestral period.

The influence of ancient Near Eastern literary forms and traditions is also
evident in the poetic dialogues. The problem of enigmatic suffering was one
that was explored in Mesopotamian literature in poetic compositions in which a
righteous or emblematic sufferer described his sufferings, his confusion about
the cause of his misery, and his passionate desire for restoration (e.g., “I will
praise the Lord of wisdom” and the “Sumerian Job”). The most striking
similarity, however, exists between the dialogue sections of Job and “The
Babylonian Theodicy”. In this composition an unnamed sufferer and his friend
speak alternately in a cycle of twenty-seven speeches. The sufferer protests his
misery, describing the injustice of the world and the unfairness of the gods. His
friend attempts to defend the rationality of the world and urges his friend to
seek the mercy of the gods. In contrast to Job, however” The Babylonian
Theodicy” ends without any appearance of the deity or narrative resolution.
Finally, the book of Job contains many allusions to mythological traditions
known throughout the ancient Near East. Repeated reference is made to the
cosmogonic struggle between God and the sea, especially as represented by the
dragon of chaos, Rahab or Leviathan (3.8; 7.12; 10.13; 26.12; 38.8-11; 41.1-34) It
is often suggested that long descriptions of Behemoth and Leviathan in chs 40-
41 draw on Egyptian imagery from the myths of Horus and Seth. The
descriptions of creation and of cosmic geography in chs 26 and 38 also evoke
the mythic traditions common to Israel and the other cultures of Near East.*

42
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¥ The New Oxford Annotated Bible, New Revised Standard Version With The Apocrypha,
Augmented Third Edition: Oxford University Press.
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The Biblical description contains mythical elements, and the conclusion is
justified that these monsters were not real, though the hippopotamus may have
furnished in the main the data for the description.?
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These, having been carefully considered and deeply investigated both by critics
and naturalists, have led to the conclusion that either the elephant, or the
hippopotamus or river-horse, is the animal in question; and on comparing the
characteristics between these two, the balance is considerably in favour of the
hippopotamus. But even here there are still some difficulties, as there are some
parts of the description which do not well suit even the hippopotamus; and
therefore | have my doubts whether either of the animals above is that in
guestion, or whether any animal now in existence be that described by the
Almighty.

Mr. Good supposes, and | am of the same opinion, that the animal here
described is now extinct. The skeletons of three lost genera have actually been
found out: these have been termed palseotherium, anoplotherium, and
mastodon or mammoth. From an actual examination of a part of the skeleton of
what is termed the mammoth, | have described it in my note, see Clarke Ge
1:24.

As | do not believe that either the elephant or the river-horse is intended here, |
shall not take up the reader’s time with any detailed description. The elephant
is well known; and, though not an inhabitant of these countries, has been so
often imported in a tame state, and so frequently occurs in exhibitions of wild
beasts, that multitudes, even of the common people, have seen this
tremendous, docile, and sagacious animal. Of the hippopotamus or river-horse,
little is generally known but by description, as the habits of this animal will not
permit him to be tamed. His amphibious nature prevents his becoming a
constant resident on dry land.
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The hippopotamus inhabits the rivers of Africa and the lakes of Ethiopia: feeds
generally by night; wanders only a few miles from water; feeds on vegetables
and roots of trees, but never on fish; lays waste whole plantations of the sugar-
cane, rice, and other grain. When irritated or wounded, it will attack boats and
men with much fury. It moves slowly and heavily: swims dexterously; walks
deliberately and leisurely over head into the water; and pursues his way, even
on all fours, on the bottom; but cannot remain long under the water without
rising to take in air. It sleeps in reedy places; has a tremendous voice, between
the lowing of an ox and the roaring of the elephant. Its head is large; its mouth,
very wide; its skin, thick and almost devoid of hair; and its tail, naked and about
a foot long. Itis nearly as large as the elephant, and some have been found
seventeen feet long. Mr. Good observes: "Both the elephant and hippopotamus
are naturally quiet animals; and never interfere with the grazing of others of
different kinds unless they be irritated. The behemoth, on the contrary, is
represented as a quadruped of a ferocious nature, and formed for tyranny, if
not rapacity; equally lord of the floods and of the mountains; rushing with
rapidity of foot, instead of slowness or stateliness; and possessing a rigid and
enormous tail, like a cedar tree, instead of a short naked tail of about a foot
long, as the hippopotamus; or a weak, slender, hog-shaped tail, as the
elephant."?’
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2 Clarke, A. (1999). Clarke's Commentary: Job (electronic ed.). Logos Library System; Clarke's
Commentaries (Job 40:15). Albany, OR: Ages Software.
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The mammoth, for size, will answer the description in this place, especially Job
40:19: He is the chief of the ways of God. That to which the part of a skeleton
belonged which | examined, must have been, by computation, not less than
twenty-five feet high, and sixty feet in length! The bones of one toe | measured,
and found them three feet in length! One of the very smallest grinders of an
animal of this extinct species, full of processes on the surface more than an inch
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in depth, which shows that the animal had lived on flesh, | have just now
weighed, and found it, in its very dry state, four pounds eight ounces,
avoirdupois: the same grinder of an elephant | have weighed also, and found it
just two pounds. The mammoth, therefore, from this proportion, must have
been as large as two elephants and a quarter. We may judge by this of its size:
elephants are frequently ten and eleven feet high; this will make the mammoth
at least twenty-five or twenty-six feet high; and as it appears to have been a
many-toed animal, the springs which such a creature could make must have
been almost incredible: nothing by swiftness could have escaped its pursuit.
God seems to have made it as the proof of his power; and had it been prolific,
and not become extinct, it would have depopulated the earth. Creatures of this
kind must have been living in the days of Job; the behemoth is referred to here,
as if perfectly and commonly known.?*
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even of the common people, have seen this tremendous, docile, and sagacious
animal.
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the impact of hunting is believed to have been small during that period. On the
other hand, human hunting may have been an important factor during the final
stages of the mammoths’ existence in the late Pleistocene (20,000 to 10,000
years ago). Still, the impact may not have been large, given the enormous
amount of meat coming from a 6 to 8 ton animal, which would have fed 400
people for several weeks. Also, preservation of meat was not an issue for
humans living in the ice age, who had access to natural forms of refrigeration.
Mammoths might therefore have played a role in human survival similar to
today’s farm animals.?®
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MacDonald, a professor of geography and of ecology and evolutionary biology,
worked with UCLA IoES scientists Robert Wayne and Blaire Van Valkenburgh,
UCLA geographer Konstantine Kremenetski, and researchers from UC Santa
Cruz, the Russian Academy of Science and the University of Hawaii Manoa.

Their work shows that although hunting by people may have contributed to the
demise of woolly mammoths, contact with humans isn't the only reason this
furry branch of the Elephantidae family went extinct. By creating the most
complete maps to date of all the changes happening thousands of years ago, the
researchers showed that the extinction didn't line up with any single change but
with the combination of several new pressures on woolly mammoths.?
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Dinosaurs went extinct about 65 million years ago (at the end of the
Cretaceous Period), after living on Earth for about 165 million years.*’
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Sixty-five million years ago the last of the non-avian dinosaurs went extinct. So
too did the giant mosasaurs and plesiosaurs in the seas and the pterosaurs in
the skies. Plankton, the base of the ocean food chain, took a hard hit. Many
families of brachiopods and sea sponges disappeared. The remaining hard-
shelled ammonites vanished. Shark diversity shriveled. Most vegetation
withered. In all, more than half of the world's species were obliterated.?
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A euphemism is the substitution of a milder term for a more
unpleasant or offensive one, but sometimes changes were made
simply to smooth out the grammar or help the text to sound better.*

%0 \Wegner, P. D. (2006). A student's guide to textual criticism of the Bible : Its history,
methods & results (53). Downers Grove, Ill.: InterVarsity Press.

www.old-criticism.blogspot.com



http://www.old-criticism.blogspot.com

) gl oadl B B s

e Lala) AT adas Jltzal 2 aatalll o Lt Euphemism !
J-:G-nbd LRV Q\M\ oda O}gﬁ'()\,‘riﬂ\u’mu‘ ‘3) (5 gowh 9! "\-.:"jj:"j’T
bl O S 2l el 9 &y ol st 431

D Bl el e Uidas OLd 8 gl et J 5 g

The hippopotamus is a creature of mine, just like you, but really not made for
your sake! It is only an animal that feeds on grass; but, unlike cattle, it will never
be tamed by you. Its being of no benefit to you does not mean that it has no
value for me. Just look at it, and marvel! Just notice, for example, (and this is
the part that interests you human beings the most), how the hippo contrives to
raise that extraordinary weight of his when the male is about to impregnate the
female. What concentrated power there is in his underbelly ... and that sexual
organ itself, thick and hard like a cedar-tree! No human being could ever
construct anything like that. It is my masterpiece. And just look at those
enormous teeth, like swords'!.**
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%1 Coffman, James .: Commentaries on the Bible. The Book Of Job, Updated Edition.
%2 John Barton, John Muddiman.: The Oxford Bible Commentary. Oxford University Press
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in Prov 9:1). The description of this animal suggests either
the hippopotamus or the water-buffalo. In Egyptian yth, the
god Horus hunts Seth in the form of a hip p%b{amus (Keel
1978: 138-9). Ugaritic myth mentions bulllike creatures, and
the Mesopotamian Epic of Gilgamesh ¢ ords an incident in
which Gilgamesh and Enkidu & "Bull of Heaverr. The
comparison of Behemoth's zgrgh’in v. 17 to a cedar derives
from the role of bulls in fe @gﬁeligiun; the word zanah (tail)
is a euphemism for pp;;{i:*s\.(:k is powerful creature is called ‘the
first of the ways of God’; the same thing is said of Wisdom in
Prov &:22. W.ithgﬁgﬁt repointing of the Hebrew consonants
in v. 19b, it may-be translated ‘made to dominate its compan-
iong’, in context preferable to ‘its maker approaches it with his
swerd%;ﬁéfor elsewhere the description of Behemoth has no
suggestion of a struggle between gods and chaos.
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Pulpit pwd J s

The best modern critics regard it as applied sometimes to a python or large
serpent, sometimes to a cetacean, a whale or grampus, and sometimes, as hero,
to the crocodile. This last application is now almost universally accepted.*®

%% The Pulpit Commentary: Job. 2004 (H. D. M. Spence-Jones, Ed.)(272). Bellingham.
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The last paragraph described the hippopotamus; the whole of this chapter is
devoted to the crocodile.®
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The leviathan has generally been identified with the crocodile. *
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% Frederick Brotherton Meyer: 'Throught the Bible' Commentary. The Book Of Job.
% Arno C. Gaebelein :The Annotated Bible, The Book of Job. Chap 41.
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Of special interest are the tablets pertaining to the adventures of Baal and his
consort Anath which outnumber the other literary works discovered. In many
instances, the language and poetic style are — as shown especially by U. Cassuto
and H.L. Ginsberg — very close to passages in the Hebrew poetry, e.g., the god of
death, Mot, warns Baal not to boast "because you have smitten Lotan
[Leviathan] the evil serpent, you have destroyed the crooked serpent, the
mighty one of seven heads." The analogy with Isaiah 27:1 is indeed striking.
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* http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/judaica/ejud 0002 0020 0 20155.html
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According to legend, the Canaanite God Baal slew this colossal seven-headed
serpent in a battle of epic proportions. Most modern scholars agree that after
the Israelites conquered the region known as Palestine in approximately 1000
BC., they incorporated the legend of the Lotan into their own culture, dubbing
the beast Leviathan.*’
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3" http://www.americanmonsters.com/site/2010/08/lotan-mediterranean-sea/
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And on that day were two monsters parted, a female monster named Leviathan,
to dwell in the abysses of the ocean over the fountains of the waters. ® But the
male is named Behemoth, who occupied with his breast a waste wilderness
named Duaidain, on the east of the garden where the elect and righteous dwell,
where my grandfather was taken up, the seventh from Adam, the first man
whom the Lord of Spirits created. ? And | besought the other angel that he
should show me the might of those monsters, how they were parted on one day
and cast, the one into the abysses of the sea, and the other unto the dry land of
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the wilderness. ° And he said to me: ‘Thou son of man, herein thou dost seek to
know what is hidden.®
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* And Behemoth shall be revealed from his place and Leviathan shall ascend
from the sea, those two great monsters which | created on the fifth day of
creation, and shall have kept until that time; and then they shall be for food for
all that are left.*

8pseudepigrapha of the Old Testament. 2004 (R. H. Charles, Ed.) (2:224). Bellingham, WA:
Logos Research Systems, Inc.
*Ibid
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