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* American standard version :

Every scripture inspired of God [is] also profitable for teaching, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction which is in righteousness.....

* Bible in Basic English :

Every holy Writing which comes from God is of profit for teaching,
for training, for guiding.......

* Darby's English Translation :

Every scripture is divinely inspired, and profitable for conviction,
for correction, for instruction in teaching, for righteousness....

* Weymouth New Testament :

Every Scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for
convincing, for correction of error, and for instruction in right
doing....

* World English Bible :



Every scripture inspired by God is also profitable for teaching, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction which is in righteousness.....

* Young's Literal Translation :

Every Writing is God-breathed, and profitable for teaching, for
conviction, for setting aright, for instruction that is in
righteousness....
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New international version :

The most reliable early manuscripts and other ancient witnesses do
not have Mark 16:9-20.

New King James Version :

16:20 Verses 9-20 are bracketed in NU-Text as not original. They
are lacking in Codex Sinaiticus and Codex Vaticanus, although
nearly all other manuscripts of Mark contain them.
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Jor=Ba PHILEIPS sale from

Mark!
THE GOSPEL OF

MATTHEW &

Early tradition ascribed this Gospel to the apostle Maithew,
but scholars nowadays almost all reject this view.

The author, whom we still can comveniently call Matthew,
has plainly drawn on the mysicrious “Q", which may have
been a collection of oral tradstsons. He has used Mark's
Gospel freely, though he has rearranged the order of events and
has sn several instances used different words for what is plasnly
the same story. The style is lucid, calm and “tidy”’. Matthew
writes with a certain judiciousness as though he himself had
cgrefully digested his material and is convinced not only of sts
truth but of the divine patlern that lies behind the historsc facts.

If Matthew wrote, as is now generally supposed, somewhere
between 85 and o, this Gospel's value as a Christian document
1s emormous. It ss, so to speak, a_second gemeration view of

5t the Som of God and the Som of Man. It ss being
writlen at that distance sn time from the great Event where sober
reflection and sturdy comviction cam perhaps give a belter bal
anced portrast of God's umique revelatson o’ Himself than cowld
be given by those who were so close to the Light that they were
partly dazzled by st.
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The Differences Between Sinaiticus and Vaticanus in the Four

Gospels:

Matthew 656+

Mark 567+

Luke 791+

John 1022+
Total 3036+

in the Gospels alone.( Hoskier. Codex B., Vol. 2, P. 1).
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Codex Identification Deflections Peculiar Readings:
Alexandrinus 842



Ephraemi 1798

Vaticanus 2370
Sinaiticus 3392
Bezae 4697
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1] CODEX.— THE CODEX BEZXE (D). 13

Apostles,” (says the learned editor of the codex in question,
Dr. Serivener,')—

* We find ourselves confronted with a text, the like to which we
have no experience of elsewhere. It is hardly an exaggeration
to assert that codex p reproduces the Textus recepfus much in
the same way that one of the best Chaldee Targums does the
Hebrew of the Old Testament: so wide are the variations in
the diction, so constant and inveterate the practice of expound-
ing the narrative by means of interpolations which seldom
recommend themselves as genuine by even a semblanco of
internal probability.’

‘ Viz dici potest’ (says Mill) ‘quam supra omnem modum
licenter se gesserit, ac plane lasciverit Interpolator” Though
a large portion of the Gospels is missing, in what remains
(tested by the same standard) we find 3704 words omitted :
no less than 2213 added, and 2121 substituted. Lhe words

transposed amount to 3471 : and 1772 have been modified :
the deflections from the Received Text thus amounting in all
to 13,281.—Next to D, the most untrustworthy codex is w,
which bears on its front a memorable note of the evil repute
under which it has always laboured : viz. it is found that at
least fen revisers between the IVth and the XIIth centuries
busied themselves with the task of correcting its many and
extraordinary perversions of the truth of Seripture.* —Next in

1

% On the subject of codex ¥ we beg (once for all) to refer scholars to
Scrivener's Full Collation of the Codex Sinaiticus with the Received Text
of the New Tesioment. To which s prefized w Critical Introduction,
[1863.] 2nd Edition, revised. (Pp. lxxii. and 163.) 1867.
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Encyclo.Americana,vol.3,p656; George Milligan : The New Testament And Its
Transmission(London & Glagow,1932),pp.3,108.)
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(Danial-Rops: Life Of Jesus,p.32)
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(Encyclo.Brit.(1973),vol.3,p.578)
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(Encyclo.Americana, vol.3, p.651; W.Barclay: Gospel Of John (Edinburgh, 1963).p.xxxvii)
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(The Daily"Today",London,March,28,1986,pp.14-15.)
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truth of God.
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New International Reader's Version (NIRV):

" Jesus appeared in a body........

New Living Translation (NLT):
" Christ appeared in the flesh......
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Catholic Church no longer swears by truth of the Bible
By Ruth Gledhill, Religion Correspondent

THE hierarchy of the Roman Catholic Church has published a teaching
document instructing the faithful that some parts of the Bible are not
actually true.

The Catholic bishops of England, Wales and Scotland are warning
their five million worshippers, as well as any others drawn to the study
of scripture, that they should not expect “total accuracy” from the
Bible.



“We should not expect to find in Scripture full scientific accuracy or
complete historical precision,” they say in The Gift of Scripture.

The document is timely, coming as it does amid the rise of the religious
Right, in particular in the US.

Some Christians want a literal interpretation of the story of creation, as
told in Genesis, taught alongside Darwin’s theory of evolution in
schools, believing “intelligent design” to be an equally plausible
theory of how the world began.

But the first 11 chapters of Genesis, in which two different and at times
conflicting stories of creation are told, are among those that this
country’s Catholic bishops insist cannot be “historical”. At most, they
say, they may contain “historical traces”.

The document shows how far the Catholic Church has come since the
17th century, when Galileo was condemned as a heretic for flouting a
near-universal belief in the divine inspiration of the Bible by
advocating the Copernican view of the solar system. Only a century
ago, Pope Pius X condemned Modernist Catholic scholars who adapted
historical-critical methods of analysing ancient literature to the Bible.

In the document, the bishops acknowledge their debt to biblical
scholars. They say the Bible must be approached in the knowledge that
it is “God’s word expressed in human language” and that proper
acknowledgement should be given both to the word of God and its
human dimensions.

They say the Church must offer the gospel in ways “appropriate to
changing times, intelligible and attractive to our contemporaries”.

The Bible is true in passages relating to human salvation, they say, but
continue: “We should not expect total accuracy from the Bible in other,



secular matters.”

They go on to condemn fundamentalism for its “intransigent
intolerance” and to warn of “significant dangers” involved in a
fundamentalist approach.

“Such an approach is dangerous, for example, when people of one
nation or group see in the Bible a mandate for their own superiority,
and even considers them permitted by the Bible to use violence against
others.”

Of the notorious anti-Jewish curse in Matthew 27:25, “His blood be on
us and on our children”, a passage used to justify centuries of anti-
Semitism, the bishops say these and other words must never be used
again as a pretext to treat Jewish people with contempt. Describing this
passage as an example of dramatic exaggeration, the bishops say they
have had “tragic consequences” in encouraging hatred and persecution.
“The attitudes and language of first-century quarrels between Jews and
Jewish Christians should never again be emulated in relations between
Jews and Christians.”

As examples of passages not to be taken literally, the bishops cite the
early chapters of Genesis, comparing them with early creation legends
from other cultures, especially from the ancient East. The bishops say it
is clear that the primary purpose of these chapters was to provide
religious teaching and that they could not be described as historical
writing.

Similarly, they refute the apocalyptic prophecies of Revelation, the last
book of the Christian Bible, in which the writer describes the work of
the risen Jesus, the death of the Beast and the wedding feast of Christ
the Lamb.

The bishops say: “Such symbolic language must be respected for what



it is, and is not to be interpreted literally. We should not expect to
discover in this book details about the end of the world, about how
many will be saved and about when the end will come.”

In their foreword to the teaching document, the two most senior
Catholics of the land, Cardinal Cormac Murphy-O’Connor, Archbishop
of Westminster, and Cardinal Keith O’Brien, Archbishop of St
Andrew’s and Edinburgh, explain its context.

They say people today are searching for what is worthwhile, what has
real value, what can be trusted and what is really true.

The new teaching has been issued as part of the 40t anniversary
celebrations of Dei Verbum, the Second Vatican Council document
explaining the place of Scripture in revelation. In the past 40 years,
Catholics have learnt more than ever before to cherish the Bible. “We
have rediscovered the Bible as a precious treasure, both ancient and
ever new.”

A Christian charity is sending a film about the Christmas story to every
primary school in Britain after hearing of a young boy who asked his
teacher why Mary and Joseph had named their baby after a swear
word. The Breakout Trust raised £200,000 to make the 30-minute
animated film, It's a Boy. Steve Legg, head of the charity, said: “There
are over 12 million children in the UK and only 756,000 of them go to
church regularly.

That leaves a staggering number who are probably not receiving basic
Christian teaching.”

BELIEVE IT OR NOT

UNTRUE



Genesis ii, 21-22

So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and while
he slept he took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh; and
the rib which the Lord God had taken from the man he made into a
woman and brought her to the man

Genesis iii, 16

God said to the woman [after she was beguiled by the serpent]: “I will
greatly multiply your pain in childbearing; in pain you shall bring
forth children, yet your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall
rule over you.”

Matthew xxvii, 25

The words of the crowd: “His blood be on us and on our children.”

Revelation xix, 20

And the beast was captured, and with it the false prophet who in its
presence had worked the signs by which he deceived those who had
received the mark of the beast and those who worshipped its image.
These two were thrown alive into the lake of fire that burns with
brimstone.”

TRUE

Exodus iii, 14

God reveals himself to Moses as: “I am who I am.”



Leviticus xxvi, 12

144

“I will be your God, and you shall be my people.

Exodus xx,1-17

The Ten Commandments

Matthew v,7

The Sermon on the Mount

Mark viii,29

Peter declares Jesus to be the Christ
Luke i

The Virgin Birth

John xx,28

Proof of bodily resurrection

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/article/0,,13509-1811332,00.html
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